PB 25-13 CURRITUCK COUNTY
TEXT AMENDMENT

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
AUGUST 4, 2025

Currituck County requests an amendment to the Unified Development Ordinance, Chapter 6.
Subdivision and Infrastructure Standards, to remove the requirement for a conservation and
development plan to be approved prior to submittal of a conservation subdivision and to remove
the minimum project size requirement for conservation subdivisions.

BE IT ORDAINED by the Board of Commissioners of the County of Currituck, North Carolina that
the Unified Development Ordinance of the County of Currituck be amended as follows:

Item 1: That Section 6.4, is amended by deleting the following strikethrough language and
renumbering accordingly:

6.4. CONSERVATION SUBDIVISION

6.4.1. Purpose and Intent

The purpose and intent of this section is to provide landowners in the AG and SFM zoning
districts a development type that offers additional development flexibility to build on
smaller lots when additional open space set-asides are provided, and the development is
designed and located in a way that protects the agricultural activities or natural and
historic features on the site. This is done in order to:

A. Conserve Open Land

Conserve open land, including those areas containing productive agricultural
soils, unique and sensitive natural features such as floodplains, wetlands, river
and stream corridors, area with mature hardwood trees or maritime forests, and
watersheds;

B. Retain and Protect Natural Resources

Retain and protect existing environmental, natural, and cultural resources;
C. Link Open Spaces

Create a linked network of open lands;
D. Promote Rural Character

Promote existing rural character within the agricultural portions of the county;
and

E. Provide Reasonable Use of Property

Provide reasonable economic use of the property.
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6.4.2. Applicability

Conservation subdivisions are required for major subdivisions in the Agriculture (AG)
and Single-Family Mainland (SFM) zoning districts.

6.4.3. Procedure

A conservation subdivision shall be approved as a major subdivision in accordance with
the procedures and standards in Section 2.4.8.E, Major Subdivision,afterappreval-efa
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6.4.4. Conservation Subdivision Standards

A conservation subdivision shall comply with the following standards:

A.

Location

Conservation subdivisions shall be limited to the Agriculture (AG) or Single-Family
Residential Mainland (SFM) districts.
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Required Conservation Area

(1) Agriculture District

The amount of the conservation area may vary in the Agricultural district
in accordance with the dimensional standards in Section 3.3.3.F, but in
no instance shall the area occupy less than 50 percent of the total acreage
of the conservation subdivision site.

(2) Single-Family Residential-Mainland District
The conservation area shall occupy a minimum of 40 percent of the total
acreage of the conservation subdivision site.
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Item 2: That Section 7.6.6, is amended by deleting the following strikethrough language and

adding the underlined language:

7.6.6 Depiction of Buffer

Riparian buffers shall be depicted on site pIans prellmlnary plats final plats and planned

development master plans;—an

conservation-subdivision. The above plans shaII note the restrictions on the aIIowabIe
development and land-disturbing activities within the buffer in accordance with this

ordinance.

Item 4: Statement of Consistency:

The request is in conformance with the goals, objectives, policies in the Imagine Currituck 2040
Vision Plan and the Unified Development Ordinance including Land Use Goal 1 and

Environmental Goal 1.

Item 5: The provisions of this Ordinance are severable and if any of its provisions or any
sentence, clause, or paragraph or the application thereof to any person or circumstance shall be
held unconstitutional or violative of the Laws of the State of North Carolina by any court of
competent jurisdiction, the decision of such court shall not affect or impair any of the remaining
provisions which can be given effect without the invalid provision or application.

Item 6: This ordinance amendment shall be in effect from and after the 4" day of August 2025.
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