




In-Person Community Meeting Summary 

K&S Mine North – Special Use Permit 

Thursday, March 26, 2024 

Scheduled Time & Place: 7:00 pm, Currituck County Public Library, Barco, NC 

Meeting began at approximately 7:05 pm and ended at approximately 8:15 pm. 

Attendees: 

• Jennings Smith, K&S Development, LLC, Mine Operator 

• Millicent Ott, Currituck County Planning & Inspections 

• Ken Elliott, Elliott Consulting 

• Tommy Wright, PO Box 24, Jarvisburg, NC, landowner 

• Mack & Karen Pierce, 5067 Caratoke Hwy, Coinjock, NC, adjacent landowners. 

Presentation: 

An overview of the requested application and County review and approval process was presented.  The 

overview included explanation of the applicant’s proposal to excavate a sand mine on the Thomas & 

Jerry Wright property, and attendees were provided with a full mining and reclamation map showing 

location of the proposed mine in relation to surrounding area.  Details were given regarding depth of the 

mine, access to the mine, dewatering activities, noise generation, distances to nearby homes and 

businesses, traffic, dust generation, performance bonding of groundwater wells within 1500 feet of 

excavation, and reclamation of affected areas at end of excavation. 

Copies of all presentation materials were provided to all interested parties. 

Comments & Questions: 

• Pierce: 

o General approval of the project.  Was interested in elevation of the excavation area and 

how the water was going to flow into the impoundments and thought it was a good 

concept.  Landowner Tommy Wright assisted with the discussion.  

• Wright: 

o Provided information on the berms adjacent to the impoundments. Stated that it might 

be necessary to increase the height of the berm to provide additional screening for 

waterfowl during the winter months. 

o Discussed whether it might be necessary to restrict mine operation in winter months to 

prevent disturbing the waterfowl in the impoundments.  He said that they would 

determine that as needed. 

o Questioned if mining operation would disturb the Pierce property south of the mining 

operation if a new home was built there.  Determined that the dewatering pump would 

be located 220 feet from their property and the excavation edge would be 975 feet 

from their property.  It would be unlikely that there would be any impact on 

groundwater levels or excessive noise. 



o Discussed alternative southern entrance to the mine site along the Wright-Pierce 

property line.  Determined that this entrance would not be a better solution because of 

the entrance to the NCDOT Rest Center with turning lanes across Caratoke Hwy from 

there would cause difficult and possibly dangerous access to the highway.  Applicant 

Jennings Smith provided details and comments. 

• General discussion of water movement between excavation and impoundments. 

Adjourn at 8:15 pm 

In summary, the residential attendees expressed valid concerns that the mine operator, Jennings Smith, 

must always be aware of during the operation of the K&S Mine North excavation project. Though 

measures are in place to help mitigate impacts to all neighboring lands and property owners, it is 

important to be vigilant to maintain those measures during the life of the mine.  It was explained to the 

attendees that K&S Development is always willing to listen to concerns or complaints from neighbors of 

the K&S Mine North and is willing to work with them to solve any problems that may arise. 

 

Virtual Community Meeting No. 1 Summary 

K&S Mine North – Special Use Permit 

Friday, March 27, 2026 

Scheduled Time: 10:00 am 

Meeting began at 10:00 am and ended at 10:45 am. 

Attendees: 

• Ken Elliott, Elliott Consulting, Host 

Meeting opportunities were provided for all interested parties and residents not able to attend the in-

person community meeting on March 26, 2026, for the K&S Mine North project.  Meeting was 

advertised in invitation letter sent by certified US Mail to all residents living within 1500 feet of the 

proposed mining excavation. 

No residents attended; meeting was adjourned at 10:45 am. 

 

 

Virtual Community Meeting No. 2 Summary 

K&S Mine North – Special Use Permit 

Friday, March 27, 2026 

Scheduled Time: 4:00 pm 

Meeting began at 4:00 pm and ended at 4: pm. 



Attendees: 

• Ken Elliott, Elliott Consulting, Host 

Meeting opportunities were provided for all interested parties and residents not able to attend the in-

person community meeting on March 26, 2026, for the K&S Mine North project.  Meeting was 

advertised in invitation letter sent by certified US Mail to all residents living within 1500 feet of the 

proposed mining excavation. 

No residents attended; meeting was adjourned at 4:20 pm. 

 

The above summary is true and correct to the best of my recollection and knowledge. 

 

Ken Elliott 

For Jennings Smith, K&S Development, LLC 

Applicant for Currituck County Special Use Permit 

June 2, 2026 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

March 8, 2026 

Jerry W. Wright, Thomas C. Wright 

PO Box 24 

Jarvisburg, NC 27947 

 

To Whom It May Concern: 
 

I would like to invite you and nearby property owners to a community meeting regarding a planned Currituck County Special 

Use Permit application.  Mr. Jennings Smith, 100 Greenville Street, Kill Devil Hills, NC 27948, is proposing to excavate a 12.11-

acre pond located at 5243 Caratoke Highway in Poplar Branch, NC, behind Muddy Motor Sports Park.  The proposed excavation 

is on property owned by Jerry W. and Thomas C. Wright, PO Box 24, Jarvisburg, NC 27947, parcel ID# 0083000006B0000 and 

008300000080000.  Access to the excavation area will be via a private access road from Caratoke Highway.  

 

The purpose of  the community meeting is to inform you and nearby property owners about this Special Use Permit 

application that will be reviewed under Currituck County’s Unified Development Ordinance, and to provide you with an 

opportunity to give comments and receive information about the application.  

 

The community meeting will be held on Thursday, March 26, 2026, at 7:00pm, at the Currituck County Public Library, 

4261 Caratoke Highway, Barco, NC 27917.  For those unable to attend this meeting, a second and third community meeting will 

be held online via Zoom™ as follows: 

 

• Friday morning, March 27, 2026, at 10:00am - Zoom Meeting Login: https://tinyurl.com/jsmith-1 

• Friday afternoon, March 27, 2026, at 4:00pm - Zoom Meeting Login: https://tinyurl.com/jsmith-2 

 

It is the intention of  Mr. Smith to allow all interested parties an opportunity to ask questions or provide comments on the 

above project and is always available at (252) 421-0617.  Those unable to attend any of  the above scheduled meetings may also 

contact me by phone at (252) 339-9021 or by email at ken@kenobx.com for information about the project. 

 

Notice of  this meeting is in reference to UDO Section 2.3.8.C Evidentiary Hearing Procedures. 

 

Thank you, we look forward to seeing you. 

 

 
Ken Elliott 
For Jennings Smith 
100 Greenville Street 
Kill Devil Hills, NC 27948 
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K&S Mine North – Discussion Agenda 

Purpose of this meeting. 

Sand Pit identification & details: 

• Acreages – excavation, permit area. 
• Depth of excavation. 
• Distances, buffers, and setbacks. 
• Access road. 
• Security. 
• Length of use. 
• Waterfowl impoundments. 

Permits 

• State permits. 
o DEMLR - Land Resources – Mining permit. 
o NPDES / State Stormwater – Dewatering permit. 
o DWR - Water Resources – Water Usage Registration. 

• County Use Permit. 

Dewatering the sand pit: 

• Dewatering pump. 
• Sediment pond. 
• Monitoring wells. 
• Noise. 
• Bond. 
• Water quality testing. 

Reclamation: 

• Removal of equipment. 
• Groundcover and sloping. 

Further considerations: 

• Hours of operation. 
• Personnel on premises. 
• Signage. 
• Dust & burning. 

Buildings & equipment on premises. 

• Fuel storage. 
• Mining Equipment. 
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INTRODUCTION OF SPEAKERS 

STATEMENT 

In North Carolina, whenever a person or corporation wants to excavate a pond or pit with acreage 
of disturbed land of one acre or more, the State requires that person or corporation to acquire 
permits issued by the NC Dept. of Environmental Quality.  These permits allow the mine to operate 
under regulations to ensure no impact on neighboring lands or the environment.  Currituck County 
also regulates mining activity in the county through ordinances in the Unified Development 
Ordinance and the County Land Use Plan 
 
The purpose of this meeting is to inform nearby landowners about an application by Mr. Jennings 
Smith, partner in K & S Development, LLC, of Manteo for a Currituck County Special Use Permit to 
excavate a 12.11- acre pond at 5243 Caratoke Highway behind the Muddy Motor Sports Park on 
land owned by Jerry & Tommy Wright, of Jarvisburg. M r.  S m i t h  w i l l  b e  t h e  o p e r a t o r  
o f  t h e  m i n e .   A Special Use Permit is required to excavate any pond over one acre in size in 
Currituck County. 

During this meeting, the project proposal will be explained, and you will be given the opportunity 

to express comments & concerns about the application. A meeting summary will be submitted 

to Currituck County Planning and will be made available to the public for inspection. 

Any person attending the community meeting may submit a written response to Currituck 

County Planning within 30 days after the p e r m i t application h a s b e e n s u b m i t t e d 

a n d determined complete. All written responses will be included with the permit 

application documents. 

DEVELOPMENT PROPOSAL 

The excavation will be titled K & S Mine North and will have an average depth of 30 feet below 

natural ground level with a maximum depth of 35 feet.  Access to the pond will be by private gated 

access road from Caratoke Highway. 

 
Total permit area for the K & S Mine North will be 44.48 acres which includes three existing 

waterfowl impoundments. The finished pond will have an excavated acreage of 12.11 acres, 

within an approved affected area of 19.71 acres. Unbonded acreage of 24.77 acres will include 

property line, right-of-way, and residential setbacks, and the existing impoundments. 

 
The western boundary of the affected area will be located 1060 feet from the Caratoke Highway 

right-of-way. The northern and southern boundaries of the affected area will be located 130 feet 

and 750 ft from adjacent parcel lines.  Closest residence is 4500 ft northward, and the NCDOT 

Rest Center is located 1500 ft westward. 

Access to the mine site will be a 30-ft wide by 1008-ft long gated dirt and asphalt road, of which 
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the first 24 x 200 feet will have continuous pavement. 

Mine activity will be screened from public view and Caratoke Highway by an 8-ft-tall berm across 

the entire western permit boundary.  Full growth woodland will screen the remainder of the 

permit area. 

 
Barring any problems, the operator plans to complete excavation within approximately 10 

years. Excavated sand will be stockpiled inside the permit area until sold and removed. 

 
To excavate the mine to its full permitted depth, the operator will dewater the excavation into 

an existing 0.86-acre water distribution pond adjacent north to the excavation area which serves 

to circulate and disperse water through ditches to the three existing waterfowl impoundments 

owned by the Wrights.  Water will also be conveyed through ditches draining to Muddy Motor 

Sports for their purposes there. 

 

The impoundments will serve as sediment ponds for the mining activity.  If an impoundment is 

filled with water beyond what is needed, water can either be directed to one of the other 

impoundments or can overflow to the swamp through one of two existing overflow discharge 

points located in two of the impoundments.  The overflow points are permitted and regulated by 

State and Federal NPDES permits.  Overflow water will drain eastward to Maple Swamp and then 

northward to Currituck Sound. 

 

Dewatering pump will be located between the excavation area and the distribution pond.  Pump 

will be operating at 1100 – 1200 rpm intermittently as needed to lower the water level in the 

excavation approximately 20 ft below natural ground level, pumping approximately 130 

gallons/minute, 96,000 gals per day. 

Water samples will be taken from the impoundment discharge points quarterly if they are active 

and tested for pH, turbidity, TSS, chlorides and Enterococcus, per Federal, State, and County 

required testing.  Equipment noise levels will be monitored at property boundaries monthly. 

Primarily because of the long distance from nearby homes, Mr. Smith does not anticipate problems 

with any homeowner’s water wells from dewatering activity at the mine.  Closest residence is 4500 

ft from the mine site. 

 

Lastly, when the K & S Mine North excavation is complete, dewatering for mining purposes will be 

discontinued, allowing groundwater to refill the main excavation back to normal high ground 

water level.  The pump itself will remain to provide water to the waterfowl impoundments as 

needed. 
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Reclamation of the affected lands around the excavation will include removing all stockpiles and 

berms, grading and levelling the land, and establishing groundcover per State guidelines. During 

the life of the permit the operator will maintain a reclamation bond of $23,600 with the State to 

guarantee correct reclamation of the affected land. 

 

After reclamation, the remaining pit will become a 12.11-acre pond, utilized for environmental 

habitat and as a water source for the landowner’s waterfowl impoundments. 

 
All trucks hauling mined sand will use the paved mine access road entrance to Caratoke Highway 

and excavated materials will be covered with a tarpaulin when they extend above the raised board 

of the truck. 

 
No waste, whether bulk, hazardous, commercial, construction, or demolition waste will be 

brought onto the site from outside the permit area. 

 

“No Trespassing” signs will be posted around the mining area perimeter every 250 feet. The mine 

access road will have a locking gate or cable to help prevent inadvertent public entry. 

Hours of operation will be Monday through Saturday, sunrise to sunset. The K & S Mine North will 

be closed every Saturday from Memorial Day through Labor Day, and every Sunday year-round. 

A sign will be posted at the access road entrance with the operator’s name, telephone number 

and basic permit information. 

On a yearly basis, the operator anticipates an average of no more than 4-5 people will be present 

for excavation purposes on site at any given time. Vehicular traffic will be minimal, operator 

anticipates a maximum of 20 trucks per day transporting sand. The last traffic survey by NCDOT in 

2024 on Caratoke Highway in the Poplar Branch area showed an annual average daily traffic count 

of 17,500 vehicles. 

Noise from loaders and excavators will be mitigated by presence of sand berms and foliage along 

perimeter of sand mine, and distance from nearest residences or public roads. The dewatering 

pump will be located 4500 feet from closest residence and will be surrounded by berms or below 

ground level, running at idle speed. 

The proposed mine site will be in a former cultivated field area.  No land clearing or burning will 
be necessary to prepare the area for excavation. 

Dust from the access road will be controlled by 5mph maximum speed limit for haul trucks on the 

premises, and application of water to roads to help minimize dust. Topsoil stockpile areas will be 
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stabilized with groundcover to reduce wind and water erosion. 

No explosives will be used during excavation of the mine. 

A portable above-ground off-road diesel fuel storage tank will be located near the dewatering 
pump for fuel supply of the pump and mining equipment. The fuel storage tank will be standard 
1000-gal double-wall steel tank with secondary containment to prevent fuel spillage. 

Drainage patterns of the area will not be altered to cause flooding off-site while the permit is valid 

and after reclamation. 

An NCDEQ Division of Energy, Mineral & Land Resources Mining Permit Application and an 

NPDES Notice of Intent General Permit Application for dewatering have been submitted and are 

in process of approval. No mining activity will occur until all Federal, State and County permits 

are approved. 

The proposed mining operation should not negatively affect or impact the ability of Currituck 

County to provide public services. There will be no permanent buildings or structures in the mine 

permit area. One temporary office trailer will be located on premises on the north side of the 

permit area. 

After submission of the K & S Mine North Special Use Permit application to Currituck County 

Planning & Inspections Department, the application will be reviewed by Planning staff for 

completeness, then the application will be sent to the Technical Review Committee for review & 

comments. When completed, an evidentiary public hearing will then be scheduled before the 

Board of Commissioners for approval or denial of the special use permit application. The public 

will be notified by public notice, and adjacent landowners will be notified by mail of the hearing.  

Two more community meetings for this project will be held online by Zoom. 

• First meeting will be Friday, March 27 at 10:00 am; meeting link is 

https://tinyurl.com/kands-1. 

• Second meeting will be Friday, March 27 at 4:00pm; meeting link is: 

https://tinyurl.com/kands-2. These meetings are open to all interested parties. 

Mr. Jennings Smith appreciates your consideration of his application to excavate the K & S 

Mine North and looks forward to cooperating with adjacent landowners to resolve any issues 

or questions that they may have. 

At this time, I will ask the operator, Jennings Smith, to provide any comments he may have after 

which there will be a general question and answer period. 

https://tinyurl.com/kands-1
https://tinyurl.com/kands-2
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