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Administrative Reports 
 

A) Albemarle Regional Health Services Covid-19 Update-
Health Director, R. Battle Betts, Jr. 

Public Comment 

Please limit comments to matters other than those appearing on 
this agenda as a Public Hearing. Public comments are limited to 
3 minutes. 

Administrative Reports, Continued 
 

Covid-19 Discussion of Current Declaration & 

Deadlines 

Commissioner's Report 

County Manager's Report 

Public Hearings 

A)  PB 19-17 Baxter Station: Planned Development - Residential 
zoning to support 127 unit subdivision (103 single-family units; 
24 duplex units) with a density of 2.37 units per acre and 
minimum lot size of approximately 10,000 sf with the 
construction on an onsite wastewater treatment plant. 

New Business 
 

A) Consideration of Personnel Policy Revisions-Sick Leave 
and Retiree Health Insurance 

 
B) Discussion to Consider an Exchange of Property, Grandy Road 

C) Consent Agenda 

1. Approval Of Minutes for March 16, 2020 

2. Budget Amendments 

3. Surplus Resolution-Booking Station, Detention 

4. Banking-Signature Resolution, Soil & Water Conservation 

 5.   Consideration of Waze Connected Citizens Program 

 6.   Parks and Recreation Records Disposal Request 

  

Special Meeting - Ocean Sands Water & Sewer District Board 

OSWSD-Budget Amendment 

Adjourn Special Meeting 
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Adjourn 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Bob White, Chairman 
SECONDER: Mike H. Payment, Vice Chairman 
AYES: Bob White, Chairman, Mike H. Payment, Vice Chairman, Paul M. Beaumont, 

Commissioner, J. Owen Etheridge, Commissioner, Mary "Kitty" Etheridge, 
Commissioner, Selina S. Jarvis, Commissioner, Kevin E. McCord, Commissioner 

 ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS 

A. Albemarle Regional Health Services Covid-19 Update-Health Director, R. Battle 
Betts, Jr. 

 

Battle Betts, Director of Albemarle Regional Health Services (ARHS), and staff joined the 
Commissioner meeting via teleconference to present a regional update on the Covid-19 
virus.  A powerpoint was used during presentation and Mr. Betts described the department's 
efforts as they transition from containment to mitigation.  Ashley Stoop, Incident Commander 
and Director of Policy, provided global, national, state and local case statistics, with eighty-
five cases reported in the ARHS region.  Symptoms and guidance for testing were 
presented.  Recommendations for the public on diagnosis and reporting, self-isolation 
and prevention were reviewed.  Health information resources were displayed. 
 
Mr. Betts and Ms. Stoop responded to questions posed by Board members regarding 
containment, testing, diagnosis and modeling.  Mr. Betts believes the state has not yet 
peaked with cases and that the area is in good shape with both supplies and available 
capacity at regional providers.  Mr. Betts answered questions about surface life and 
transmission of the virus. 
 
Commissioner Payment, who serves on the Albemarle Regional Health Services Board, 
recognized the ARHS staff for their efforts and hard work, and Commissioners thanked 
Mr. Betts and staff for presenting.  Mr. Betts thanked Commissioners for their support. 

 PUBLIC COMMENT 

Please limit comments to matters other than those appearing on this agenda as a Public 
Hearing. Public comments are limited to 3 minutes. 
 
Chairman White opened the Public Comment period. 
 
Due to meeting restrictions in effect because of Covid-19, citizens were asked to submit 
Public Comments by email.  A summary of those received was compiled and presented by 
Chairman White.  The majority of comments reflected the views of non-resident property 
owners, residents and business owners regarding travel restrictions imposed for the Outer 
Banks, re-entry for non-resident property owners and visitors, supply chain, and safety 
protocols.  Emails received for Public Comment would be recorded, and all were received 
by each Board member for review. 
 
At the Board's request, County Attorney, Ike McRee, responded to questions from non-
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1. Covid-19 Discussion of Current Declaration & Deadlines 
 

The Board of Commissioners held discussion to consider re-entry dates for both non-
resident property owners and visitors to the Currituck County Outer Banks communities.  
County Manager, Ben Stikeleather, said the travel restrictions currently enacted will expire at 
11:59 PM on April 30, 2020.  Mr. Stikeleather asked the Board to provide direction as to 
which other family members would be permitted entry in addition to the deeded owners of 
property.  
 
Chairman White noted previously held discussions suggested entry dates of May 1, 2020 for 
non-resident property owners and May 15th or 16th, tentatively, for visitors, and several 
Commissioners expressed a desire to open prior to May 1.  Commissioner Jarvis offered 
Friday, April 24, as a date for reopening to non-resident property owners based on recent 
events and a need to assess their properties for damage.  Commissioner Mary Etheridge 
suggested a phased reopening could begin immediately but did have concerns with non-
resident property owners being able to get through the Dare County checkpoint.  Chairman 
White and Mr. Stikeleather said Dare County would be supportive and allow Currituck 
property owners entry.  Commissioner Beaumont also agreed with an immediate opening 
and suggested it could begin the following day.  Commissioner Payment agreed with a 
phased approach and said allowing non-resident property owners would help local 
businesses.  Commissioner McCord reviewed the process for identification at the 
checkpoint and said the Sheriff's office had no concerns with check-point monitoring, no 
matter what date is set. 
 
Chairman White discussed his concerns with the grocery supply chain, and Mr. 
Stikeleather said grocery store managers stated they would need a week or more to 
ramp up supply. 
 
Commissioners discussed the need for proper messaging, and noted access would be 
contingent on support from Dare County.  Commissioner J. Owen Etheridge talked 
about the reality that people are getting tired of being home.  Commissioner Beaumont 
made a motion to allow access beginning 7:00 AM on Wednesday but retracted it, as 
any directives would be revised in the Emergency Declaration.  The Board chose not to 
allow visitor access in conjunction with non-resident property owners, as rental 
businesses and service providers would not have enough time to gear up and prepare 
for the rental season.   
 
Mr. Stikeleather requested a couple of days to allow staff time to prepare.  
Commissioners decided on Thursday, April 23, at 9 AM, to open access to non-resident 
property owners.  A tentative date of May 15, 2020 was set for visitor access but it would 
be discussed and possibly reconsidered at the May 4, 2020 Commissioner meeting.  A 
revised State of Emergency would be revised, as directed. 

 COMMISSIONER'S REPORT 

Commissioner Payment thanked first responders, the Sheriff, county staff, and fellow Board 
members for their efforts to work through the current situation. 
 
Commissioner Mary Etheridge reported on the recent Department of Social Services (DSS) 
Board meeting, held via teleconference, and read a statement to the Board of 
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Commissioners from DSS Director, Samantha Hurd and DSS staff to express their gratitude 
for action taken by the Board and the County Manager to protect employees during the 
Covid-19 pandemic.  She announced a North Carolina State University student from 
Currituck County, Mary Kate Morgan, was one of four recipients of the Mathews Medal, the 
highest non-academic achievement at the university, and congratulations were offered to all 
of this year's High School and College graduates. 
 
Commissioner Beaumont, experienced as a Biological Warfare Officer, said there are so 
many unknowns with new viruses and acknowledged all levels of government, including 
local, for actions that were essential in flattening the curve.  He discussed the likelihood that 
the virus will be here for a long time and original goals need to be followed through. 
 
Commissioner McCord thanked county staff and acknowledged the Department of Social 
Service's continued service to the community.  He announced last week was 
Telecommunicator Week and thanked dispatch for the phenomenal job they do.  He 
thanked Mary Beth Newns, Emergency Management Director, for assisting with issues at 
the bridge checkpoint.  He encouraged people to continue to practice safety measures.  He 
commended the school system on the children's meal and backpack for kids programs.   
 
Commissioner J. Owen Etheridge, whose wife is a dispatcher, also highlighted the work of 
Telecommunicators as the true first responders.  He thanked the citizens of Currituck 
County for acting appropriately, keeping the Covid-19 caseload down which allows the 
Board to make decisions about reopening the county.  He talked about the economic 
impacts to those who own businesses. 
 
Commissioner Jarvis noted forty days will have passed when the Governor's executive 
order expires at the end of April and encouraged people to continue to take the necessary 
precautions to stay safe.  She acknowledged the decisions made in these uncertain times 
are not easy ones.  Commissioner Jarvis also recognized Mary Kate Morgan, a former 
student of hers, on receiving the Mathews Award.  She thanked county staff for all they 
have done throughout this time. 
 
Chairman White thanked county staff and specifically acknowledged those who assisted 
with the production of several recent informational videos.  He recognized the concerns 
expressed by residents in the many emails received but stated the Board does not want to 
further harm businesses in the county.  He discussed his contributions to the community as 
a business owner and responded to criticisms of his horse tour businesses. 

 COUNTY MANAGER'S REPORT 

Chairman White called a recess at 7:40 PM.  The meeting was reconvened at 7:48 PM.  
Chairman White quickly reported on discussion at a State Board of Elections where it was 
suggested the state would utilize only absentee voting in the upcoming election.  He 
encouraged citizens to contact their state Representatives about this decision. 
 
Ben Stikeleather, County Manager, updated Commissioners on ongoing construction 
projects and the bid opening for the Moyock Wastewater Treatment Plant.  Upcoming Board 
agenda items were presented.  With regard to the county's operation with the Covid-19 
restrictions in place, Mr. Stikeleather said Public Hearings would be postponed unless they 
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are required by Federal or State mandate.  Telework for staff would continue and County 
functions would likely be cancelled if the Governor's order is extended.   

 PUBLIC HEARINGS 

A. PB 19-17 Baxter Station: 
 

Chairman White moved to continue the Public Hearing for Baxter Station to the May 4, 
2020, Commissioner meeting.  Commissioner Mary Etheridge seconded the motion.  The 
motion carried.   

RESULT: CONTINUED [UNANIMOUS] Next: 5/4/2020 6:00 PM 
MOVER: Bob White, Chairman 
SECONDER: Mary "Kitty" Etheridge, Commissioner 
AYES: Bob White, Chairman, Mike H. Payment, Vice Chairman, Paul M. Beaumont, 

Commissioner, J. Owen Etheridge, Commissioner, Mary "Kitty" Etheridge, 
Commissioner, Selina S. Jarvis, Commissioner, Kevin E. McCord, 
Commissioner 

 NEW BUSINESS 

 Motion for recusal-Commissioner McCord 
 

Prior to consideration, Commissioner McCord requested to be recused from the vote since 
the retiree health insurance policy revision, if approved, would affect his retirement benefit.  
Commissioner J.Owen Etheridge moved to allow the recusal and the motion was seconded 
by Commissioner Payment.  The motion carried and Commissioner McCord exited the 
Board Room. 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: J. Owen Etheridge, Commissioner 
SECONDER: Mike H. Payment, Vice Chairman 
AYES: Bob White, Chairman, Mike H. Payment, Vice Chairman, Paul M. Beaumont, 

Commissioner, J. Owen Etheridge, Commissioner, Mary "Kitty" Etheridge, 
Commissioner, Selina S. Jarvis, Commissioner, Kevin E. McCord, 
Commissioner 

 Motion-Personnel Policy Rev-Retiree Health Insurance 
 

Ben Stikeleather, County Manager, reviewed the change proposed for the County's 
retiree health insurance plan.  He said the Human Resources Director identified five 
employees who would be affected by the change at an annual cost of $14,540.00.  The 
revision would allow retirees with a gap in service of one year or less to be included in 
the retiree health insurance plan. 
 
Commissioner Jarvis moved for approval of the revision.  The motion was seconded by 
Commissioner Beaumont.  The motion carried, 6-0.   
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RESULT: APPROVED [6 TO 0] 
MOVER: Selina S. Jarvis, Commissioner 
SECONDER: Paul M. Beaumont, Commissioner 
AYES: Bob White, Chairman, Mike H. Payment, Vice Chairman, Paul M. Beaumont, 

Commissioner, J. Owen Etheridge, Commissioner, Mary "Kitty" Etheridge, 
Commissioner, Selina S. Jarvis, Commissioner 

RECUSED: Kevin E. McCord, Commissioner 

A. Consideration of Personnel Policy Revisions-Sick Leave and Retiree Health 
Insurance 

 

Commissioner McCord returned to the Board Meeting Room to consider revisions to the 
county's sick leave policy.  The changes reflect Federal provisions related to the Covid-
19 virus.  Commissioner J. Owen Etheridge moved for approval and the motion was 
seconded by Commissioner Jarvis.  The motion carried. 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: J. Owen Etheridge, Commissioner 
SECONDER: Selina S. Jarvis, Commissioner 
AYES: Bob White, Chairman, Mike H. Payment, Vice Chairman, Paul M. Beaumont, 

Commissioner, J. Owen Etheridge, Commissioner, Mary "Kitty" Etheridge, 
Commissioner, Selina S. Jarvis, Commissioner, Kevin E. McCord, 
Commissioner 

B. Discussion to Consider an Exchange of Property, Grandy Road 
 

Ben Stikeleather, County Manager, reviewed the request for a land swap at the location of 
the former Grandy convenience site, a county-owned piece of property located on Grandy 
Road, Grandy.  County Attorney, Ike McRee, reviewed the Public Hearing and notice 
requirements, and informed Commissioners he would like to consult with risk managers due 
to the prior use of the property as a solid waste disposal site.  Otherwise, he had no issues 
with minor modification.  Following discussion, Commissioners directed the County attorney 
to move forward with the process. 

C) Consent Agenda 

Commissioner J. Owen Etheridge moved for approval of the Consent Agenda.  
Commissioner McCord seconded the motion.  The motion carried. 
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RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: J. Owen Etheridge, Commissioner 
SECONDER: Kevin E. McCord, Commissioner 
AYES: Bob White, Chairman, Mike H. Payment, Vice Chairman, Paul M. Beaumont, 

Commissioner, J. Owen Etheridge, Commissioner, Mary "Kitty" Etheridge, 
Commissioner, Selina S. Jarvis, Commissioner, Kevin E. McCord, 
Commissioner 

1) Approval Of Minutes for March 16, 2020 

1. Minutes for March 16, 2020 
 

2. Budget Amendments 
 

Debit Credit

Decrease Revenue or Increase Revenue or
Account Number Account Description Increase Expense Decrease Expense

10790-545000 CONTRACTED SERVICES 5,000$                     
10790-514000 TRAVEL 200$                      
10790-514800 FEES PAID TO OFFICIALS 1,000$                   
10790-516000 REPAIRS & MAINTENANCE 1,000$                   
10790-532001 LIBRARY MATERIALS 2,800$                   

5,000$                     5,000$                   

Explanation: Library (10790) - Transfer funds for increased contracts for the remainder of this fiscal 
year.

Net Budget Effect: Operating Fund (10) - No change.  
Debit Credit

Decrease Revenue or Increase Revenue or
Account Number Account Description Increase Expense Decrease Expense

10550-545000 Contracted Services 500$                      
10550-532000 Supplies 500$                        

500$                        500$                      

Explanation: Airport (10550) - Transfer funds for safety supplies for the airport for the 
remainder of the year.

Net Budget Effect: Operating Fund (10) - No change.  
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Debit Credit

Decrease Revenue or Increase Revenue or
Account Number Account Description Increase Expense Decrease Expense

10512-516000 Vehicle Maintenance 4,000$                     
10512-590000 Capital Outlay 4,000$                   

4,000$                     4,000$                   

Explanation: Animal Services and Control (10512) - Transfer funds for vehicle maintenance.

Net Budget Effect: Operating Fund (10) - No change.  
 

Debit Credit

Decrease Revenue or Increase Revenue or
Account Number Account Description Increase Expense Decrease Expense

10606-514000 Travel 300$                      
10606-514500 Training & Education 1,300$                   
10606-545000 Contracted Services 1,600$                     

1,600$                     1,600$                   

Explanation: Soil & Water Conservation (10606) - Transfer budgeted funds for removal of three 
beaver dams.

Net Budget Effect: Operating Fund (10) - No change.  
Debit Credit

Decrease Revenue or Increase Revenue or
Account Number Account Description Increase Expense Decrease Expense

10795-516200 Vehicle Maintenance 1,314$                     
10795-576009 Soccer 1,064$                   
10795-576011 Adult Volleyball 250$                      

1,314$                     1,314$                   

Explanation: Parks and Recreation (10795) - Transfer budgeted funds for unanticipated vehicle 
maintenance.

Net Budget Effect: Operating Fund (10) - No change.  
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Debit Credit

Decrease Revenue or Increase Revenue or
Account Number Account Description Increase Expense Decrease Expense

10796-590000 Capital Outlay 3,000$                   
10796-532000 Contracted Services 3,000$                     

3,000$                     3,000$                   

Explanation: Currituck County Rural Center (10796) - Transfer funds for contract purchases 
that were below the capital thresholds.

Net Budget Effect: Operating Fund (10) - No change.  
Debit Credit

Decrease Revenue or Increase Revenue or
Account Number Account Description Increase Expense Decrease Expense

220548-516115 Buildings & Grounds 5,000$                     
220548-536115 Personal Protect Equip 5,000$                   

5,000$                     5,000$                   

Explanation: Knotts Island Fire Services (220548) - Transfer budgeted funds for electrical 
upgrades and air compressor for the SCBA room at the Knotts Island Fire Station.

Net Budget Effect: Knotts Island Fire District Fund (220) - No change.  
Debit Credit

Decrease Revenue or Increase Revenue or
Account Number Account Description Increase Expense Decrease Expense
10460-514000 Travel 3,100$                   
10460-514500 Training & Education 3,400$                   
10460-516400 Equipment Maintenance 2,400$                   
10460-516200 Vehicle Maintenance 5,000$                     
10460-516000 Repairs & Maintenance 3,900$                     

8,900$                     8,900$                   

Explanation: Public Works (10460) - Transfer funds to repair a Public Works truck and for other 
maintenance for the remainder of this fiscal year.

Net Budget Effect: Operating Fund (10) - No change.  
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Debit Credit

Decrease Revenue or Increase Revenue or
Account Number Account Description Increase Expense Decrease Expense
10981-502100 Salaries - Overtime 20,000$                    
10981-503500 Temporary Salaries 6,000$                     
10981-505000 FICA Expense 1,989$                     
10981-507000 Retirement Expense 3,822$                     
10981-532000 Supplies 15,000$                    
10981-557000 Customer Refunds 10,000$                    
10330-445100 FEMA - Public Assistance 56,811$                 

56,811$                    56,811$                 

Explanation: Disaster Recovery (10981) - Increase appropriations to record costs associated with 
COVID19 pandemic.

Net Budget Effect: Operating Fund (10) - Increased by $56,811.  
Debit Credit

Decrease Revenue or Increase Revenue or
Account Number Account Description Increase Expense Decrease Expense

52606-545001 Hurricane Matthew/Snag & Clear 14,760$                    
52330-448201 NC Dep Ag - Hurricane Matthew 14,760$                 

14,760$                    14,760$                 

Explanation: Hurricane Matthew (52606) - Increase appropriations to record amendment 02-2020 for Stream 
Debris Removal Program contract 17-175-4005.

Net Budget Effect: Multi-year Grant Fund (52) - Increased by $14,760.  
Debit Credit

Decrease Revenue or Increase Revenue or
Account Number Account Description Increase Expense Decrease Expense

10550-592000 Airport Projects 30,000$                 
10550-590000 Capital Outlay 14,000$                    
10550-545000 Contracted Services 16,000$                    

30,000$                    30,000$                 

Explanation: Airport (10550) - Transfer budgeted funds from Airport projects to purchase 
mower for the airport property and to contract services for operations for the 
remainder of this year.

Net Budget Effect: Operating Fund (10) - No change.  

3. Surplus Resolution-Booking Station, Detention 
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County
Asset Tag Description Serial Number

6886 Booking Station w/ Full Hand Scanner AAV248000310

ADOPTED, this 20th day of April, 2020.

Robert M.  White
County of Currituck, Board of Commissioners

Leeann Walton
Clerk to the Board (Seal)

WHEREAS, THE Board of Commissioners of the County of Currituck, North Carolina 
during its regularly scheduled meeting  authorized the following, pursuant to G.S. 160A 
and 270(b) that the property listed below will be sold at auction, negotiated sale or will 
be disposed of if not sellable.

RESOLUTION

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Commissioners of the County of 
Currituck reserves the tight to reject any and all bids.

 

4. Banking-Signature Resolution, Soil & Water Conservation 
 

5. Consideration of Waze Connected Citizens Program 
 

6. Parks and Recreation Records Disposal Request 
 

 SPECIAL MEETING - OCEAN SANDS WATER & SEWER DISTRICT BOARD 

The Currituck County Board of Commissioners held a Special Meeting of the Ocean Sands 
Water & Sewer District Board during a recess of the 6:00 PM regular meeting on April 20, 2020.  
The Special Meeting took place in the Board Room of the Historic Courthouse, 153 Courthouse 
Road, Currituck, North Carolina, to consider a budget amendment. 

D. OSWSD-Budget Amendment 
 

The meeting was opened and County Manager, Ben Stikeleather, presented the Budget 
Amendment for consideration.  Following review, Chairman White moved for approval and 
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Commissioner Mary Etheridge seconded the motion.  The motion carried. 
 

Debit Credit

Decrease Revenue or Increase Revenue or
Account Number Account Description Increase Expense Decrease Expense

60808-533601 System Supplies 4,000$                   

60808-532001 Supplies 2,000$                     

60808-553001 Dues/Subscriptions 2,000$                     

4,000$                     4,000$                   

Explanation: Ocean Sands Water and Sewer (60808) - Transfer for operations for the remainder 
of this fiscal year.

Net Budget Effect: Ocean Sands Water and Sewer District Fund (60) - No change.  

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Bob White, Chairman 
SECONDER: Mary "Kitty" Etheridge, Commissioner 
AYES: Bob White, Chairman, Mike H. Payment, Vice Chairman, Paul M. Beaumont, 

Commissioner, J. Owen Etheridge, Commissioner, Mary "Kitty" Etheridge, 
Commissioner, Selina S. Jarvis, Commissioner, Kevin E. McCord, 
Commissioner 

 ADJOURN SPECIAL MEETING 

There was no further business and Commissioner Payment moved to adjourn.  Commissioner 
Jarvis seconded the motion.  The motion carried and the Special Meeting of the Ocean Sands 
Water & Sewer District Board was adjourned. 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Mike H. Payment, Vice Chairman 
SECONDER: Selina S. Jarvis, Commissioner 
AYES: Bob White, Chairman, Mike H. Payment, Vice Chairman, Paul M. Beaumont, 

Commissioner, J. Owen Etheridge, Commissioner, Mary "Kitty" Etheridge, 
Commissioner, Selina S. Jarvis, Commissioner, Kevin E. McCord, Commissioner 

 ADJOURN 

 Motion to Adjourn Meeting 
 

Commissioners returned to regular session and had no further business.  Commissioner 
McCord moved to adjourn.  Commissioner Jarvis seconded the motion and the motion 
carried.  The regular meeting of the Board concluded at 8:02 PM. 
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RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Kevin E. McCord, Commissioner 
SECONDER: Selina S. Jarvis, Commissioner 
AYES: Bob White, Chairman, Mike H. Payment, Vice Chairman, Paul M. Beaumont, 

Commissioner, J. Owen Etheridge, Commissioner, Mary "Kitty" Etheridge, 
Commissioner, Selina S. Jarvis, Commissioner, Kevin E. McCord, 
Commissioner 
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