
BASE ZONING DISTRICTS
Residen tia l Districts Business a n d Mixed-U se Districts

The SFM district is esta blished to a ccom m oda te low density residen tia l n eighborhoods a n d supportin g uses on m a in la n d Currituck Coun ty 
outside of Full Service a rea s. The district is inten ded to a ccom m oda te residen tia l developm en t in wa ys
tha t will not interfere with a gricultura l a ctivity, interrupt scenic vista s from  the Ca ra toke Highwa y, or pla ce un due stress
on the coun ty’s educa tion a l in fra structure. A va riety of residen tia l use types a re a llowed in the district, includin g single-
fa m ily deta ched hom es, m a n ufa ctured hom es on their own lots, deta ched a ccessory dwellin g units, a s well a s duplexes
(with a  use perm it). The district a ccom m oda tes a griculture, equestria n uses, m inor utilities, a s well a s va rious
n eighborhood-supportin g institution a l uses such a s pa rks, open spa ce, religious institutions, schools, a n d sim ila r uses. This
district a lso includes the conserva tion subdivision option with the a bility to a ccom m oda te up to two units per a cre in Full
Service a rea s design a ted on the future la n d use m a p of the L a n d U se Pla n. Ma jor utilities require a pprova l of a  use
perm it, while com m ercia l, office, a n d in dustria l uses a re prohibited.

Sin gle-Fa m ily Residen tia l Ma in la n d SFM

Single-Fa m ily Residen tia l Outer Ba n ksSFO
The SFO district is esta blished to a ccom m oda te low- to m edium -density residen tia l n eighborhoods a n d supportin g uses  on the portion of
the outer ba n ks a ccessed by a  sta te-m a in ta in ed im proved roa dwa y (Highwa y 12). The district is inten ded to
a ccom m oda te residen tia l a n d supportin g uses in a  m a n n er tha t preserves sensitive n a tura l resources, protects wildlife
ha bita t, reduces tra ffic con gestion, a n d seeks to m inim ize da m a ge from  floodin g a n d ca ta strophic wea ther even ts.
A va riety of residen tia l use types a re a llowed in the district, includin g single-fa m ily deta ched hom es
a n d deta ched a ccessory dwellin g units (with a  use perm it). The district a lso a ccom m oda tes m inor utilities, a s well a s
va rious n eighborhood-supportin g institution a l uses such a s pa rks, open spa ce, shorelin e a ccess, religious institutions, a n d
schools. All developm en t in the district is subject to storm wa ter m a n a gem en t, dun e a n d m a ritim e forest protection, a n d
specia l exterior lightin g lim ita tions. Ma jor utilities a n d m a rin a s require a pprova l of a  use perm it, while com m ercia l,
office, a n d in dustria l uses a re prohibited.

Sin gle-Fa m ily Residen tia l Outer Ba n ks Rem oteSFR
The SFR district is esta blished to a ccom m oda te very low density residen tia l developm en t on the portion of the outer ba n ks not a ccessible
by a  sta te-m a in ta in ed im proved roa dwa y. The district is inten ded to a ccom m oda te lim ited a m oun ts
of developm en t in a  m a n n er tha t preserves sensitive n a tura l resources, protects wildlife ha bita t, recognizes the
in heren t lim ita tions on developm en t due to the la ck of in fra structure, a n d seeks to m inim ize da m a ge
from  floodin g a n d ca ta strophic wea ther even ts. The district a ccom m oda tes single-fa m ily deta ched hom es
on lots pla tted prior to April 2, 1989, even in ca ses where the lot does not m eet the m inim um  lot a rea  requirem en t
for the district. All developm en t in the district is subject to storm wa ter m a n a gem en t, dun e a n d m a ritim e forest
protection, a n d specia l exterior lightin g lim ita tions. Public sa fety a n d utility uses a re a llowed, while com m ercia l,
office, a n d in dustria l uses a re prohibited.

Sin gle-Fa m ily Residen tia l Isola tedSFI
The SFI district is esta blished to a ccom m oda te low density residen tia l n eighborhoods a n d supportin g uses in rem ote portions of Currituck
Coun ty tha t a re not directly a ccessible from  roa dwa ys on the m a in la n d, such a s Knotts Isla n d or Gibbs Woods.
The district is inten ded to a ccom m oda te residen tia l developm en t in wa ys tha t will not interfere with a gricultura l
a ctivity or wildlife ha bita t. Residen tia l uses a llowed in the district in clude single-fa m ily deta ched hom es a n d
m a n ufa ctured hom es on in dividua l lots. Subdivisions a pproved a fter Ja n ua ry 1, 2013 sha ll m a in ta in lots
of a t lea st three a cres per lot. The district a ccom m oda tes a griculture, equestria n uses, m inor utilities,
a s well a s va rious n eighborhood-supportin g institution a l uses such a s pa rks, open spa ce, religious institutions,
a n d schools.  Ma jor utilities require a pprova l of a  use perm it, while com m ercia l, office, a n d in dustria l uses, a s well
a s conserva tion subdivisions, a re prohibited.

Mixed Residen tia lMXR
The MXR district is esta blished to a ccom m oda te a  wide va riety of residen tia l use types a t m odera te densities a s well a s very low intensity
n eighborhood-servin g com m ercia l, person a l service, a n d institution a l uses outside of com m unity a n d
villa ge cen ters on the m a in la n d a n d the outer ba n ks. The district is inten ded to provide
m odera te-cost housin g options for coun ty residen ts within well-design ed n eighborhoods a n d developm en ts tha t
in corpora te open spa ce resources a n d m a y a lso include lim ited nonresiden tia l uses proxim a te to housin g. The
district a ccom m oda tes a ll form s of residen tia l developm en t, in cludin g deta ched dwellin gs, a pa rtm en ts, town houses,
m a n ufa ctured hom es on in dividua l lots (only on the m a in la n d), a ccessory dwellin g units, a n d live/work
developm en ts. The district a lso a ccom m oda tes offices, neighborhood orien ted person a l service uses, a n d reta il
uses (subject to m a xim um  ten a n t size lim its). In a ddition, the district a llows n eighborhood-supportin g institution a l
uses like pa rks, m a rin a s, religious institutions, schools, recrea tion a l fa cilities, a n d utilities. Developm en t in the
MXR district is subject to va rious design sta n da rds, includin g com m unity com pa tibility sta n da rds a pplied to
m ulti-fa m ily a n d nonresiden tia l uses proposed a dja cen t to existin g single-fa m ily dwellin gs.

Gen era l BusinessGB
The GB district is esta blished to a ccom m oda te a  wide va riety of residen tia l a n d nonresiden tia l uses on lots boun din g m a jor roa dwa ys 
outside of com m unity a n d villa ge cen ter a rea s. The district is inten ded to a ccom m oda te sm a ll to
m edium -sized com m ercia l, office, person a l service, a n d institution a l uses tha t provide goods a n d services to coun ty
residen ts a n d visitors in wa ys tha t protect the coun ty’s scenic corridors a s well a s m a in ta in the tra ffic ca rryin g ca pa city
of m a jor roa dwa ys. The district a lso a ccom m oda tes low density sin gle-fa m ily deta ched dwellin gs, a ccessory dwellin g
units, a n d m a n ufa ctured hom es on in dividua l lots (on the m a in la n d). New com m ercia l developm en t is subject to
com m ercia l design sta n da rds to ensure developm en t qua lity a n d consisten cy with surroun din g developm en t pa tterns.
New com m ercia l developm en t of 5,000 squa re feet or m ore proposed on lots loca ted outside of a rea s design a ted
a s Full Service a rea s in the L a n d U se Pla n is required to obta in use perm it a pprova l. New developm en t on lots
a lon g m a jor a rteria ls (like Ca ra toke Highwa y) outside design a ted Full Service a rea s a re subject to increa sed
m inim um  front setba cks a n d in crea sed la n dsca pin g requirem en ts to help protect the scenic cha ra cter of these a rea s.
New in dustria l, m ulti-fa m ily, a n d institution a l residen tia l uses a re prohibited in the GB district.

Lim ited BusinessLB
The LB district is esta blished to a ccom m oda te va rious residen tia l a n d nonresiden tia l uses on lots boun din g m a jor roa dwa ys outside of
com m unity a n d villa ge cen ter a rea s. The district is inten ded to a ccom m oda te low intensity
com m ercia l, office, person a l service, a n d institution a l uses tha t provide goods a n d services to coun ty residen ts a n d
visitors in wa ys tha t protect the coun ty’s scenic corridors a s well a s m a in ta in the tra ffic ca rryin g ca pa city of m a jor
roa dwa ys. The district a lso a ccom m oda tes low density single-fa m ily deta ched dwellin gs, a ccessory dwellin g units,
a n d m a n ufa ctured hom es on in dividua l lots (on the m a in la n d on ly). New com m ercia l developm en t is subject to
com m ercia l design sta n da rds to ensure developm en t qua lity a n d consisten cy with surroun din g developm en t pa tterns.
New com m ercia l developm en t of 5,000 squa re feet or m ore proposed on lots loca ted outside of a rea s design a ted
a s Full Service a rea s in the L a n d U se Pla n is required to obta in use perm it a pprova l. New developm en t on lots
a lon g m a jor a rteria ls (like Highwa y 12) outside design a ted Full Service a rea s a re subject to increa sed m inim um
front setba cks a n d in crea sed la n dsca pin g requirem en ts to help protect the scenic cha ra cter of these a rea s.
New in dustria l, m ulti-fa m ily, a n d institution a l residen tia l uses a re prohibited in the LB district.

The CC district fra m ework is esta blished to a ccom m oda te higher-density, m ixed-use, com pa ct, pedestria n-orien ted developm en t a t key
loca tions a lon g the Ca ra toke Highwa y in a ccorda n ce with the policies a n d recom m en da tions of a rea
pla ns a dopted by the Boa rd of Com m issioners. The district in cludes gen era l developm en t sta n da rds a pplied
to a ll developm en t within the CC district. In a ddition, ea ch CC district sha ll in clude in dividua l CC sub-districts with
a ddition a l district-specific sta n da rds esta blished in a ccorda n ce with this section. The CC district en coura ges com pa ct
a ctivity cen ters tha t in clude residen tia l a n d nonresiden tia l developm en t in close proxim ity to one a nother a s a  m ea ns
of prom otin g pedestria n-sca le developm en t a n d wa lka bility. The district a lso provides a ddition a l in cen tives for use

Com m unity CenterCC

of susta in a ble developm en t pra ctices.

The V C district fra m ework is esta blished to a ccom m oda te higher-density, m ixed-use, com pa ct, pedestria n orien ted developm en t a t key
loca tions on the outer ba n ks in a ccorda n ce with the policies a n d recom m en da tions of a rea  pla ns
a dopted by the Boa rd of Com m issioners. The district in cludes gen era l developm en t sta n da rds a pplied to a ll
developm en t within the V C district. In a ddition, ea ch V C district sha ll in clude in dividua l V C sub-districts with a ddition a l
district-specific sta n da rds esta blished in a ccorda n ce with this section. The V C district en coura ges com pa ct a ctivity
cen ters tha t in clude residen tia l a n d nonresiden tia l developm en t in close proxim ity to one a nother a s a  m ea ns of
lim itin g the crea tion of strip developm en t a n d a ssocia ted a utom obile tra ffic. The district a lso provides a ddition a l

V illa ge CenterV C

incen tives for use of susta in a ble developm en t pra ctices.

The LI district is esta blished to a ccom m oda te low intensity light m a n ufa cturin g a n d in dustria l uses en ga ged in a ssem bly, fa brica tion, 
processin g, distribution, stora ge, a n d resea rch a n d developm en t a ctivities within portions of the coun ty
rem oved from  residen tia l a n d en viron m en ta lly sensitive a rea s. The district is inten ded for sm a ll-sca le
developm en t tha t ha s a  m inim um  of exterior vehicula r m ovem en ts, lim ited outdoor stora ge of ra w m a teria ls, m inim a l
visua l im pa cts on a dja cen t residen tia l la n ds, a n d a voida n ce of excessive noise, odor, gla re, dust, or vibra tion
im pa cts on off-site a rea s. In a ddition to light in dustria l uses, the district a llows supportin g office, com m ercia l, a n d
wa rehousin g fun ctions. Residen tia l uses a re not perm itted in the district, but som e institution a l a n d com m ercia l
uses a re perm itted, provided they will not n ega tively im pa ct the ra n ge of a llowed uses in the district. Developm en t
in the district is subject to developm en t sta n da rds tha t seek to m inim ize n uisa n ces a n d a ddress the visua l qua lity
of developm en t, a s seen from  a dja cen t residen tia l developm en t a n d public streets.

Light Industria lLI

Hea vy In dustria lHI
The HI district is esta blished to a ccom m oda te intense or hea vy m a n ufa cturin g a n d in dustria l uses en ga ged in a ssem bly, fa brica tion,
processin g, distribution, stora ge, a n d resea rch a n d developm en t a ctivities within portions of the coun ty
rem oved from  residen tia l a n d en viron m en ta lly sensitive a rea s. The district is inten ded for la rge-sca le
developm en t tha t in cludes extensive exterior vehicula r m ovem en ts, outdoor stora ge of ra w m a teria ls a n d finished
products, stockpilin g of wa stes, a n d the poten tia l for noise, odor, gla re, dust, vibra tion, or nega tive visua l im pa cts
on a dja cen t uses. In a ddition to industria l uses, the district a llows supportin g office a n d wa rehousin g fun ctions.
Residen tia l uses a re not perm itted in the district, but som e institution a l, com m ercia l, a n d office uses a re perm itted,
provided they will not n ega tively im pa ct the ra n ge of a llowed uses in the district. Developm en t in the district is
subject to developm en t sta n da rds tha t seek to m inim ize n uisa n ces a n d a ddress the visua l qua lity of
developm en t, a s seen from  a dja cen t residen tia l developm en t a n d public streets.

Pla n n ed Developm en t Districts

The PD-R District is esta blished a n d inten ded to en coura ge the use of in nova tive a n d crea tive design to provide a  m ix of differen t
residen tia l uses in close proxim ity to one a nother on m a in la n d Currituck Coun ty, while a t the sa m e tim e providin g
a n efficien t use of open spa ce. Lim ited, sm a ll-sca le com m ercia l uses m a y be a llowed in the PD-R district,

The PD-M District is esta blished a n d inten ded to en coura ge the developm en t of a  m ix of em ploym en t gen era tin g uses (office, resea rch,
light in dustria l, a n d lim ited com m ercia l), a n d m a y a llow low-to-m edium  density residen tia l uses a t a ppropria te loca tions on the 
Currituck Coun ty m a in la n d in a  pla n n ed a n d a esthetica lly plea sin g wa y. This is don e by a llowin g design flexibility a s well a s a  m ix of uses.

The PD-O District is esta blished a n d in ten ded to provide la n down er/developers with a  flexible fra m ework within which to develop a  
com pa ct, m ixed-use, pedestria n-orien ted n eighborhood developm en t a s a n a ltern a tive to conven tion a l residen tia l
developm en t served prim a rily by vehicles. The PD-O district option is a va ila ble for use
within the portion of the outer ba n ks served by a  sta te-m a in ta in ed highwa y. The district is inten ded to prom ote
a n d m a in ta in a  bea ch villa ge a tm osphere tha t is prim a rily residen tia l in cha ra cter but tha t con ta ins cen tra lized
nonresiden tia l developm en t tha t a llows residen ts to m eet som e of their em ploym en t, shoppin g, a n d recrea tion
n eeds without use of a n a utom obile. New developm en t sha ll m a in ta in a  sm a ll-sca le, low-rise cha ra cter with
diverse housin g types orga nized a roun d com m on open spa ce, n a tura l resources, a n d fa cilities providin g for

Pla n n ed Developm en t - Residen tia lPD-R
prim a rily to serve the n eeds of residen ts in the developm en t.

Pla n n ed Developm en t - MixedPD-M

Pla n n ed Developm en t - Outer Ba n ksPD-O

altern a tive form s of tra nsporta tion.

Specia l Districts

The RC district is esta blished to preserve a n d protect iden tifia ble n a tura l resources a n d a rea s of en viron m en ta l con cern on public or sem i-
public la n ds from  in com pa tible developm en t. The district is inten ded to protect swa m ps, wetla n ds, a n d
ripa ria n corridors from  erosion a n d sedim en ta tion; reta in n a tura l herita ge a rea s a n d protect their en viron m en ta lly-
sensitive cha ra cter; preserve a n d protect ha bita ts for species of con cern; preserve a n d protect sa n d dun es, m a ritim e
forest, a n d n ea r-shore un derwa ter ha bita t from  intrusion by developm en t; protect a rcheologica l resources from  disturba n ce;
a n d preserve a n d m a in ta in the a esthetic qua lities a n d a ppea ra n ce of the coun ty. The district a llows low-im pa ct
recrea tion a l fa cilities (tra ils, boa rdwa lks, docks, boa t la un ches), a ccesswa ys, utilities, erosion control fea tures,
a n d public pa rks. The district does not perm it residen tia l or com m ercia l developm en t, m a rin a s, or on-site wa stewa ter trea tm en t.

Resource Conserva tionRC

The AG district is esta blished to a ccom m oda te a griculture a n d a gricultura lly-rela ted uses (includin g residen tia l developm en t) a t very low
densities in rura l portions of the coun ty. The district is in ten ded to preserve a n d protect a ctive a gricultura l uses, fa rm la n ds,
a n d other open la n ds for curren t or future a gricultura l use. The district a ccom m oda tes sm a ll-sca le residen tia l uses a n d a llows
fa rm ers to ca pture a  portion of the la n d’s developm en t poten tia l through specia l provisions for conserva tion subdivisions tha t a llow a
portion of a  tra ct or site to be developed with single-fa m ily hom es while the ba la n ce of the site is left a s open la n ds a va ila ble for 
contin ued a gricultura l use. The district a ccom m oda tes a  wide ra n ge of a gricultura l a n d a gricultura l-rela ted uses like
“ a gri-busin ess”, “ a gri-tourism ”, a n d “ a grita in m en t”, but prohibits uses tha t a re not directly rela ted to or tha t do not

AgricultureAG

provide direct support for a gricultura l a ctivities.

OV ERLAY  DISTRICTS

CONDITIONAL DISTRICTS

©0 2 41
Miles

1 inch = 1 m ile

Effective Da te: Ja n ua ry 1, 2013
U pda ted: Februa ry 11, 2022

This m a p is a  represen ta tion of the digitized Officia l Zonin g da ta  la yer a s referen ced in Section 
1.7.1 of the Currituck Coun ty U nified Developm en t Ordin a n ce (U DO)a n d is va lid a s of the 
da te printed on the m a p. This m a p is for illustra tive purposes only.
For in form a tion a bout site specific Zonin g plea se conta ct the Currituck Coun ty
Pla n nin g a n d Com m unity Developm en t Depa rtm en t a t (252) 232-3055 or write to:
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153 Courthouse Roa d Suite 110
Currituck, NC 27929
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